
  Smyth County Hospital HealthTrust 
 

Changing Lives through Healthcare  
Scholarship Endowment 
Application Guidelines 

PURPOSE: 

To promote careers in healthcare for residents of Smyth County.  This scholarship is for students con�nuing their 
educa�onal tract from high school or those switching careers later in life.  Pursuit of a cer�ficate, associate 
degree or bachelor’s degree are supported, depending on which career path is selected.  The main focus of this 
scholarship is prepara�on for healthcare support occupa�ons.  Based on input from key healthcare providers in 
Smyth County (Ballad Health, SW Virginia Community Health Systems, primary care, etc.), the following are the 
greatest need in Smyth County:  

• Imaging (Rad Tech, CT Tech, MRI Tech, Echo Tech, Ultrasound Tech, Mammography Tech, Nuclear 
Medicine),  

• Cer�fied Medical Assistant, 
• Nursing degrees – RN and LPN, 
• Dental Hygienists, 
• Respiratory Therapist, 
• Mental health counselors (Licensed Clinical Social Workers). 

BACKGROUND: 

The Changing Lives through Healthcare Scholarship was established as a partnership between Smyth County 
HealthTrust (part of the Ballad Health Founda�on) and Smyth County Community Founda�on.  Healthcare 
providers in Smyth County con�nue to have difficulty finding qualified people to fill their nursing and other 
healthcare support posi�ons required to provide quality healthcare to the residents of Smyth County.  This 
scholarship was developed to assist people interested in these career paths and desiring to work in Smyth 
County. 

POLICY: 

The scholarship is available to residents of Smyth County (for at least the prior two years).  We are looking for 
students interested in working in the Smyth County area.  

The following are the Requirements for This Scholarship: 

1. Currently atend or express an interest in atending a college or other higher educa�on facility providing 
educa�on in these healthcare curriculums.  

2. Submit a completed “Smyth County Community Founda�on Scholarship Applica�on” online which 
includes the ability to upload the required “atachments” requested on the applica�on. Essay should 
include how your past experiences and future plans exemplify your desire to improve the overall health 
for ci�zens of Smyth County. 

3. Provide 2 leters of recommenda�on or references, ates�ng to applicant’s good ci�zenship and care for 
others in the applicant’s community. 

4. Have a GPA of 2.5 to stay in the program. 
5. OPTIONAL - Apply for FAFSA, Free Applica�on for Federal Student Aid. 



PROCEDURE: 

• The applica�on and required atachments must be submited online at smythccf.org no later than 11:59 
pm on February 28th.  Applica�ons for the scholarship must be renewed annually. 

• Required atachments to be uploaded as part of the applica�on submission include: 
o Three Leters of recommenda�on and/or references (Current) 
o All Academic Transcripts (All High Schools or Colleges, which are applicable) 
o Student Aid Report – submit pages 1 and 2 of SAR which provides the Expected Family 

Contribu�on number and Student informa�on.  This is generated from the completed FAFSA 
applica�on. 

• The scholarship commitee will review and evaluate all applica�ons and announce awards each spring. 
• The scholarship will be paid directly to the school for the current year and may be applied to tui�on, 

school fees, books, or other officially approved school-related expenses.   
• The scholarship commitee will also review and revise the scholarship policy and criteria as necessary. 

 

CRITERIA:  

Below is the breakdown of the scoring criteria for the Changing Lives through Healthcare Scholarship. 

5 points Academics and Prior Educa�on 
20 points Degree Pursuing  
10 points Community Involvement 

5 points Work Experience and Any Planned Career Change 
20 points Essay, including dedica�on to improving the overall health  
10 points Leters of Recommenda�on or References, two required 

 
 

Direct any questions to Smyth County Community Foundation office at (276) 378-8090. 

 

Failure to provide any of the above informa�on or documenta�on by the deadline will disqualify an applicant 
from considera�on for the Changing Lives through Healthcare Scholarship.  Smyth County Community 
Founda�on Scholarship Commitee reserves the right to interview applicants in the final stages of selec�on. 

The decision of the scholarship commitee in all maters regarding scholarships is FINAL.  Canvassing a 
Scholarship Benefactor, any Smyth County Community Founda�on board member or staff member shall result in 
immediate disqualifica�on.  Scholarship awards are subject to the availability of funds and con�ngent upon 
acceptance and enrollment in an approved program. 

Smyth County Community Founda�on respects the privacy of scholarship applicants.  Any personal or financial 
informa�on will be used for the purpose of assessing the scholarship applica�on and will be made available 
solely to the Founda�on’s staff and scholarship selec�on commitee.  We make every effort to maintain your 
confiden�ality. 

Smyth County Community Foundation is an equal opportunity organization. 


